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Natura 2000 background 

Implementation in Flanders 
A look at our implementation in Flanders agenda 

Management Plans 
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Monitoring 

Capacity Building 

Technical Tools 

Action Plans 

Communication 
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Biological and  
Socio-economic studies 

Complementary actions 

Implementation projects 
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NATURA 2000 IN FLANDERS 
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Summary NCO Flanders 

3 
8 

35 

16 

4 18 

11 

3 

13 

6 

24 

16 

4 18 
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2008 2020 2050 

2008 2020 2050 

46 Habitats 

49 Species 



Natura 2000 network in Flanders 
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European Nature objectives 

Site objectives  local consultation groups  

2009-2010 

2010-2014 

2015-…. 
Management plans 

Regional objectives  regional consultation groups 

Site action plans  local platforms, project groups 



Flemish Natura 2000 
Programme 

Site management plan  

Action plan 
environmental pressure  

Strategic management 
plan per N2000 site 

N2000 implementation 

+ species protection programmes 



Extensive consultation process with 
stakeholder groups and other authorities 
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THE BNIP PROJECT 

Seven themes 



Seven thematic goals 
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LIFE BNIP 

0. LIFE Project management team 

1. Establishment of Natura 2000 
programme structure and management 

2. Development of habitats and species 
action plans and site management plans 

3. Capacity building 

4. Communication 

5.  Technical instruments 

6. Implementation projects 

7. Biological monitoring and socio-economic 
surveys 

Complementary actions 
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Natura 2000 Programme 
consultation fora 

Regional Consultation 
Body 

Management group 

Project group 

N2 Platform 

1 
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Action plans, site management 
plans and defragmentation 

Species protection  
programmes 

Screening & updating site 
management plans 

Defragmentation 

© Mark De Vos © Mark De Vos 

2 



Red-
backed 
shrike 

Marsh 
harrier 

European treefrog 

Hazel 
dormouse 

Bever 
Suitable for all categories 

business and personal 
presentation 

Accomplishment 

Suitable for all categories 
business and personal 

presentation 

Great 
crested 

newt 

Midwife 
toad 
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Site management plans 

2 
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Defragmentation 

2 
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Capacity building 

1. Broad trainings 
 

2. Technical trainings 
 
 Ambassadors & First line 
helpdesk 

 
 

1. Direct training of involved  
 

2. Train-the-trainer 
 

3. Ecopedia 
 

4. Public conferences (first one 
in December 2016) 

3 

External: relevant people 
and organisations 

Internal: staff of Agency 
for Nature and Forest 
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3 
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Communication 

4 

1. Communication plan 
 

2. RASCI 
 
 

1. Animation films 
 

2. Visualising landscape 
changes through photos and 
films 
 

3. Tools and products 
supporting communication: 
factsheets, website,… 

External: relevant people 
and organisations 

Internal: staff of Agency 
for Nature and Forest 
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4 

www.natura2000.vlaanderen.be  

http://www.natura2000.vlaanderen.be/
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4 



Instruments and tools 

• Databases 

 Better management 

 Better user accessibilty 

 Better assessment 

 Better implementation  

• Geo-database system 

• Data management system for monitoring the species 
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Databases  

pkg Packages Domein ANB

v oorOnderzoek

+ AntiInvasieveSoort

+ AntiVervuiling

+ Biodiversiteit

+ Fauna

+ Flora

+ Habitat

wetgev ing

+ Besluit

+ BesluitDoel

plan actie beheer

+ BeheerDoelstell ing

+ BeheerMaatregelen

+ BehoudBeheer

+ HerstelBeheer

monitoring

+ Abiotiek

+ BeheerMonitoring

subsidie

Plaats

«trace»

«flow»

«trace»

«trace»«trace»

«trace»

«trace»

NatuurBeheerPlan

«flow»

«trace»

«trace»

RapportVoorOnderzoek

«flow»

«trace»

Plan

«flow»

«trace»

«trace»

Besluit

«flow»
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Implementation of projects on 
the field 

1 2 3 4 

Pilot  
projects 

Acquired  
knowledge 

Sharing  
knowledge 

Best practices  
guidelines 
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Montagu’s harrier 
Nest protection 

programme 

Common spadefoot  
Eurasian bittern 

Habitat restoration / 
improvement  

European hamster 
Breeding programme 

Corncrake 
Income compensation for 
protection of Corncrake 
territory on agricultural 

land 

Accomplishment 

Suitable for all categories 
business and personal 

presentation 



Scientific and socio-economic 
studies 

• Eco-hydrological studies in relation to environment quality and the 

nitrogen issue 

 

• Conservation Management System International 

 

 

 

• Monitoring impact of project actions 
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Some complementary actions 
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Agri-environmental schemes 
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Agri-environment schemes in favour of Natura 2000 species 

• Delayed mowing: 199 ha 

• Overwintering cereal 130 ha 

• Fauna strips: 116 ha 
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Land purchases  /  Investments 
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608 

334 

251 

242 

2014 2015

Aankopen (ha) in Natura 
2000 

Regional funding 

NGO - terreinbeherende verenigingen

ANB Agentschap voor Natuur en Bos

€ 
782.379 

€ 
1.399.24
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€ 
292.361 

€ 
349.812 

2014 (29 projecten) 2015 (32 projecten)

ISN (InvesteringsSubsidies 
Natuur)  under EAFRD 

Subsidie Restfinanciering



BNIP support to N2000 
implementation 

Flemish Natura 2000 
Programme 

Site management plan  

Action plan 
environmental pressure  

Strategic management 
plan per N2000 site 

+ species protection programmes 



Thank         Y ou! 


